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Canada’s Wood Pellet Sector



 Canadian wood pellet production statistics
 Canadian wood pellet  markets
 Regional developments Canada-Québec
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• 44 pellet plants in Canada
• Export focus, therefore concentrated near coasts
• > 4 million tonnes annual capacity
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 First overseas bulk shipment
Sweden 1990, 5kt

 First commercial offtake agreement:
Sweden 1998

 First trans-Pacific shipment
Japan 2008 

 First Panamax shipment
UK 2015, 60 kt
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Source: Global Trade Atlas export 
and import data & WPAC analysis

Figures are estimated and 
expressed in thousands 
of tonnes
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 Estimated internal market 250-300 kt/a.
 Pellets used for power generation in Ontario 

(90kt/a), and for residential and commercial 
heating, mainly in areas off the natural gas 
grid.

 Stoves dominate, but boiler installations are 
increasing slowly, especially in NWT and 
Atlantic Canada.

 Coal is to be eliminated by 2030.
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OPG’s	240	MW	ATkokan	Ontario	Plant	

Full	firing	on	industrial	wood	pellets	
Ontario Power Generation’s Atikokan Power Plant: 
converted from coal, now firing on 100% wood pellets
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 Regional efforts starting to pay off.
 North West Territories government 

exemplarity has created huge pellet market 
penetration 
(> 1 tonne/yr/resident)

 Atlantic provinces have installed over 30 
systems > 50 kw, tenders for 20 more.

 Quebec has created Vision Biomasse with 
aims of using 1 000 000 tonnes of biomass 
per year, at least half pellets.



 Multiple stakeholders(GO,NGO, EnvNGO, etc.)
 Recognized by government support programs
 Organizing communications

▪ Website with documentation and examples

▪ Annual Biomass conference
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 Working with Quebec Government 
Energy Transition office (TEQ)

 Over 6,5 Mt/yr of forest biomass available
 Potential market ~ 2 Mt/yr
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Reduce  GHG

Improve commercial 
balance

Renewable heat

Invest in heat 
equipment

Create Jobs

Add value to Biomass

Replace fossil fuels



 Produced two videos on pellet use: 

▪ Industrial: www.pellet.org

▪ Residential: www.pelletheat.ca

 Regionally targeted social media campaign 
during the fall of 2018 

 Currently preparing marketing strategy 
towards pellet appliance buyers.
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http://www.pellet.org/
http://www.pelletheat.ca/


 Canada’s pellet industry is growing thanks to 
demand from Europe and Asia

 Repurposing PC power plants for co-firing or 
dedicated firing with wood pellets is proven 
and widely used in many countries.  Canada 
should adopt this more widely.

 There is a huge opportunity to increase the 
use of wood pellets for domestic heating in 
Canada built on strong regional bases
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John Arsenault
 john@pellet.org
 +1 819 583-7477

15

mailto:gord@pellet.org

