
  Quebec’s maple syrup production  
is decidedly keeping up with the times!

The Beaulieu brothers in Ormstown produce from 100,000 to 
130,000 pounds (45,360 to 59,000 kilograms) of maple syrup, 
depending on the season. They take care of some 26,000 taps 
in their sugar bush that covers an area of 400 acres (162 hec
tares). In 2014, they decided to replace their oilfired evaporator 
with new equipment using wood pellets. 

For maple syrup producers, there are a number of advantages 
in using wood pellets to fire the maple sap evaporators.  
To start, this option enables them to cut costs substantially.  
In the Beaulieu brothers’ case, they save over 50%. Another 
advantage is that pellets are easy and safe to store, compared 
with oil. There is also no handling, which is a plus, especially 
when compared with traditional wood heating. Lastly, the 
mechanical system for diverting the heat allows producers  
to change the finishing pans in five minutes, without  
stopping the fire. 

The Master brand evaporator, made by CDL Maple Sugaring 
Equipment, measures 5 feet by 16 feet (1.5 metres by  
4.9 metres), and has an 84gallon (385 litres) production 
capacity per hour at 18° Brix. Its efficiency is optimized  
by multiple passes. In addition, the equipment is easy to use. 
The exterior silo is a simple 50tonne capacity farm silo, which 
is sufficient to meet the needs of the sugaringoff season  
and receive full load deliveries to minimize transport costs. 

Maple syrup producers are not the only ones to enjoy the 
benefits of wood pellets. Many greenhouse operators and 
poultry producers, for instance, are following suit for “green” 
heating of their farm buildings.   
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  Wood pellets: A renewable  
energy option  

In Québec, the main source of raw material (sawdust, wood 
shavings and chips) for making the pellets comes from wood 
processing. These industry byproducts are reclaimed and 
compressed uniformly to ensure a consistent quality product. 

The manufacturing processes introduced by Québec wood 
pellet producers guarantee that the final product meets  
the highest quality standards, without adding glue or binders. 
The result is a standardized fuel, with low moisture content 
and excellent heat performance, which can be used in 
residential wood stoves or in multiresidential, commercial, 
industrial, institutional or agricultural boilers, as is the case 
with the Beaulieu brothers’ farm. 

Opting for wood pellets from Québec is opting for an 
alternative solution to fossil fuels, which helps fight climate 
change. It is also opting to stop the consumption of non
renewable and polluting fuel and contribute to lowering 
greenhouse gas emissions. With its small environmental 
footprint when it comes to the emission of fine and polluting 
particles, wood pellet heating represents a sustainable 
solution for all heating needs.

At a time when people are concerned about energy efficiency 
and reduction of CO2 emissions, the use of pellets offers tre
mendous potential, regardless of the sector. In short, wood 
pellet heating not only offers excellent calorific, economic and 
environmental performance, but also contributes to Québec’s 
regional development.
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